




o Data	migration	as	technology	changes	
o Secure	data	storage	
o Unique	skill	sets	at	risk	
o Knowledge	of	Latin	is	dying	[STOP	PRESS:	Latin	is	an	option	in	the	new	

secondary	curriculum	in	Australia	and	is	being	taught	in	some	Canberra	
schools]	

5. Access	issues	
o Knowing	about	opportunities	
o Access	vs	preservation	
o Unreturned	loans	
o 



stakeholders.	However	the	facility	might	draw	on	all	these	collections	for	displays,	
schools	programs,	and	supported	research	and	volunteering	opportunities.		

• Would	physical	and	digital	collections	be	brought	together	as	intertwined	and	
equally	important	aspects	of	the	experience?	

• Where	would	funding	be	sought?	
• Where	would	the	facility	be	located?	

	
Suggested	directions	

• SuperMuseum!		
o Front	face	that	leverages	other	collections	
o Innovative	and	adaptable	body/organisation	providing	overarching	face	for	

everyone’s	benefit	
o ALA	does	this	in	the	digital	space	–	overarching	portal	for	relevant	collections	

held	by	different	organisations	
• Education,	including	informal	education,	schools	programs	(related	to	national	

curriculum	in	both	arts	and	sciences	-	STEAM),	university	teaching	and	citizen	
scientist	facilities		

• There	is	a	need	for	outreach	departments	in	collecting	organisations	maybe	this	
Canberra	facility	should	act	as	a	central	outreach	facility	for	all	the	organisations	in	
Canberra	with	natural	history	collections?	Eg	Outreach	activities	could	include:	

o open	day	once	a	month	where	artists	could	come	and	draw	specimens	from	
the	collections.	(Though	Erica	notes	that	art	is	not	just	about	drawing!)	

o Central	access	point	for	examination	of	requested	specimens,	with	outreach	
officers	to	support	

§ delivery	and	retrieval	of	specimens	
§ use	of	equipment	and	software	
§ 



• Potential	users	do	not	necessarily	know	what	they	want	–	they	need	opportunities	to	
dabble	and	explore.	Creative	non-scientists	may	be	able	to	provide	unusual	
interpretive	outcomes	that	will	increase	public	engagement.	We	have	thought	about	
visual,	textile	and	ceramic	artists	–	what	about	audio	soundscapes,	music,	writers,	
performance	art	–	even	“cooking	up	the	collection”?		

• 200	years	ago	natural	history	was	the	space	exploration	of	its	day	



• Artist	and	non-scientist	residencies	must	have	benefits	for	the	institution	as	well,	not	
just	the	artist.	Two	way	benefits.	Eg	publications,	social	media	impact.	Eg	Open	day	
in	collections,	increasing	awareness	for	one	collection	

• Change	the	idea	of	a	modern	scientist	and	what	they	do.	Increase	understanding	of	
modern	collections,	eg	DNA	collections	

• Change	terminology	from	natural	history	to	natural	science	–	emphasizes	curren



• Crowdfunding	
	
Working	Group	4:	Volunteers	and	volunteering	

• Benefits	
o Access	to	collections	
o Socialising,	community	
o Sense	of	purpose	
o Mentoring	
o Experience	for	students	
o Bringing	skills	of	retired	people	back	into	the	collection	
o Repetitive	tasks	get	done		

• Requirements	for	success	
o Make	sure	volunteers	are	not	taking	jobs	that	institution	would	otherwise	

fund	as	paid	work	
o Need	for	volunteer	manager	
o effective	OHS	provisions	
o Funding	and	expectations	organised	to	cover	out	of	hours	volunteering	

sessions	
o Need	training,	inductions,	police	check,	insurance	

• Ideas	
o Collaborate	using	existing	schemes,	eg	ACT	volunteer	list	
o New	tools,	online	volunteering	
o Weekend	volunteering	opportunities	

	
	
	

	
	
	


